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United Way Report: 49% of Hawaii Households Can't Afford Basics 
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51 Million US Households Can’t Afford Basics 
Grassroots United Way Project Sheds Light on Magnitude of Financial Hardship in America 
LINK: Hawaii ALICE Report Details 
From United Way ALICE,  WASHINGTON, D.C. May 17, 2018 
There are 50.8 million U.S. households that can’t afford a basic monthly budget including 
housing, food, child care, health care, transportation and a cell phone, according to new data 
released by the United Way ALICE Project. 

This calculation includes the 16.1 million households in poverty as well as another 34.7 million 
families called ALICE, which stands for Asset Limited, Income constrained, employed. These 
households earn above the Federal Poverty Level, but less than what it takes to survive in the 
modern economy. Combined, these households make up 43 percent of America’s 119 million 
households. 

The Project compares 2016 household costs versus incomes at the county level in each state, 
exposing the failure of calculations based on national averages to accurately represent the 
extent of financial struggle in America. 

“For too long, the magnitude of financial instability in this country has been understated and 
obscured by misleading averages and outdated poverty calculations,” said John Franklin, 
president of the Project and CEO of United Way of Northern New Jersey. “It is morally 
unacceptable and economically unsustainable for our country to have so many hardworking 
families living paycheck to paycheck. We are all paying a price when ALICE families can't pay 
the bills.” 

The term ALICE was coined to shed light on those essential workers often overlooked by other 
economic indicators and policy discussions. ALICE is the nation’s child care workers, home 
health aides and store clerks – those men and women who work at low-paying jobs, have 
little or no savings and are one emergency from poverty. 

The Project is a grassroots movement that seeks to redefine financial hardship in the U.S. by 
providing comprehensive, unbiased data to help inform policy solutions at all branches of 
government and in business, academia and nonprofit organizations. Launched by the United 
Way of Northern New Jersey at the start of the Great Recession, the research is being 
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embraced by United Ways in 18 states, with more expected to join next year. 

United Ways and partners are using the data to develop policies, allocate resources and 
address community needs. 

“Despite seemingly positive economic signs, the ALICE data shows that financial hardship is 
still a pervasive problem.” said Project Director Stephanie Hoopes, Ph.D., who leads the data 
analysis. 

“This research dispels long - standing myths about financial instability by showing that ALICE 
families exist in every community and among all ages, races and ethnicities,” Hoopes added. 

Additional data highlights revealed by the research include: 

 More than 30 percent of households in each state cannot afford a basic survival budget – 
the percentage of struggling families ranges from 32 percent in North Dakota to 49 percent 
in California, New Mexico and Hawaii. 

 The number of ALICE households is larger than the number of households in poverty in all 
50 states. 

 California, Florida and Texas have the largest number of ALICE households in the country 
 Two-thirds of all jobs in the country are low-paying at less than $20 an hour or $40,000 a 

year, if full time 
The Project has been partially funded and supported by the National ALICE Advisory Council, 
a body of 13 corporate and national organizations that seek to raise awareness and inspire 
action to improve life for ALICE families. The following are Council members: Aetna 
Foundation, AT&T, Atlantic Health System, Deloitte, Entergy, Johnson & Johnson, KeyBank, 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation, OneMain Financial, RWJ Barnabas Health, 
Thrivent Financial Foundation, UPS, and U.S. Venture. 

---30--- 

SA: Too many Hawaii residents struggle with cost of living 
Big Q: A new study says nearly half of Hawaii households struggle to make ends meet; what 
describes your situation? 
BI: $126K -- How much money rich people earn in Honolulu 

  

 

  

 

 

 
 

Will Slip in Contract Signings Be Long-
Term? 
DAILY REAL ESTATE NEWS | THURSDAY, MAY 31, 2018 

Pending home sales decreased in April to their third lowest level over the past year, 
the National Association of REALTORS® reported Thursday. The dip comes after two 
consecutive months of modest increases in contract signings. All major regions posted 
declines in contract activity last month, NAR’s report showed.  
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NAR’s Pending Home Sales Index, an indicator based on contract signings, decreased 
1.3 percent to a reading of 106.4 in April. The index is now down 2.1 percent on an 
annualized basis for the fourth consecutive month.  

“Pending sales slipped in April and continued to stay within the same narrow range 
with little signs of breaking out,” says Lawrence Yun, NAR’s chief economist. 
“Feedback from REALTORS®, as well as the underlying sales data, reveal that the 
demand for buying a home is very robust. Listings are typically going under contract in 
under a month, and instances of multiple offers are increasingly common and pushing 
prices higher. The unfortunate reality for many home shoppers is that reaching the 
market will remain challenging if supply stays at these dire levels.”  

Yun also added that rising mortgage rates and higher gas prices could also cause 
more potential buyers to pause. 

“The combination of paying extra at the pump, while also needing to save more for a 
down payment because of higher rates and home prices, may weigh on the psyche of 
those looking to buy,” Yun says. “For now, the economy is very healthy, job growth is 
holding steady, and wages are slowly rising. However, it all comes down to overall 
supply. If more new and existing homes are listed for sale, it would allow home prices 
to moderate enough to stave off inflationary pressures and higher rates.” 

 

Source: National Association of REALTORS® 
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May Prices Reached Record Highs 
DAILY REAL ESTATE NEWS | THURSDAY, MAY 31, 2018 

U.S. prices surged to an all-time high and homes sold faster than they ever have 
in May, according to a new report released by realtor.com®. Home prices averaged 
$297,000 in May, and homes sold in just 55 days.  

Despite recent upticks, however, the market is showing a few signs of slowing 
momentum, according to the report.  

“We’re in the thick of the hottest homebuying season of all time,” says Javier Vivas, 
director of economic research at realtor.com®. “The pace of U.S. home sales has 
officially reached a seasonal and historical high, but we’re also beginning to see slight 
signs of deceleration.”  

More listings are coming onto the market, which may offer some hope to frustrated 
home buyers who have faced limited choices, Vivas says. The inventory of homes for 
sale rose 6 percent in May compared to April.  

“Even as inventory recovers, the mix of what’s available versus what shoppers are 
looking for could become an even more pronounced mismatch,” he says. “Total listing 
volume remains highly dependent on new construction, much of which is still out of the 
price range of first-time buyers—the largest segment of buyers.” 

Rising home prices also show few signs of slowing. “Unfortunately for buyers, median 
list prices continue to show strong yearly growth and fail to hint that home values will 
stall any time soon,” Vivas says.  

Source: Move Inc.  

 
 

‘Low Price’ Homes Appreciating Fastest 
DAILY REAL ESTATE NEWS | WEDNESDAY, JUNE 06, 2018 

Gains for lower-priced homes are seeing significantly higher increases than more 
expensive homes, according to the latest CoreLogic Home Price Index Report. 
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CoreLogic researchers analyzed four individual home price tiers. The tiers were broken 
down into a “low price” tier that reflected homes priced at 75 percent or less of the 
median; “low to middle price” homes were between 75 and 100 percent of the median; 
“middle to moderate price” were for homes priced between 100 and 125 percent of the 
median; and the “high price” tier represented homes priced greater than 125 percent of 
the median. The lowest price tier rose 9.3 percent year over year compared with 8.5 
percent for the low to middle price tier; 7.1 percent for the middle to moderate price 
tier; and 5.7 percent for the high price tier. 

Appreciation in the low price tier began pulling ahead of the other price tiers in 2013. 
The five-year appreciation rate—from April 2013 to April 2018—for the low price tier 
was 53 percent compared with the five-year appreciation of 43 percent for the low to 
middle price tier; 37 percent for the middle to moderate price tier; and 29 percent for 
the high price tier. 

All price tiers combined have risen on an annual basis every month since February 
2012, CoreLogic reports. The company's overall index is now 3.9 percent higher than 
its precrisis peak in April 2006. Four states have showed double-digit year-over-year 
increases. All of them are in the West: the state of Washington is up 12.8 percent year 
over year, Idaho is up 12.4 percent, Nevada increased 12.2 percent, and Utah is up 
11.5 percent. 

The following chart shows the 25 highest-appreciating states, along with their highest 
and lowest historical price changes, measured year over year: 



 

Source: “Price Gains for Lower-Priced Homes Outpace Those of Higher-Priced Homes,” CoreLogic Insights 

(June 5, 2018) 
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